Empiricism is common in all professions, but in no one is it so much to be deprecated and feared as in the medical, and in no one branch of which, more than in that of dental surgery.
However unskilfully and awkwardly an operation in general surgery may be performed, if the patient survives, the ignorance or lack of skill on the part of the surgeon, instead of being exposed to merited censure, is put down to his credit; but any deficiency in the qualifications of the dentist, soon becomes manifest to the patient, who visits upon the author of his disappointed hopes and aggravated condition, a justly deserved indignation. But 
